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Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

in recognizing Seventh Avenue Elementary 
School for this significant achievement and 
congratulating the staff, parents, students, and 
community. 

f 

HONORING GREGORY P. 
MONTANARO 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor The Union League of Philadel-
phia and the 69th President of this patriotic or-
ganization, Hon. Gregory P. Montanaro. 

Founded in 1862, the Union League has 
been one of the leading supporters of our na-
tion and of our Constitution. 

Its 3,600 members pledge ‘‘support of the 
United States Constitution’’, and are leaders in 
business, education, medicine and the arts. 
The Foundations of the Union League, three 
non-profit charities that provide constitutional 
and leadership education, college scholar-
ships, and the opportunity to research and ex-
plore one of the most important Civil War col-
lections in the United States. 

In December of 2014, the League elected 
my friend Gregory P. Montanaro as its 69th 
President. Mr. Montanaro embodies the quali-
ties that the League stands for today: leader-
ship, patriotism, service to the community, and 
a dedication to preserving the promise of lib-
erty and freedom embodied in our constitution. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in honoring The Union League of 
Philadelphia and its president Mr. Gregory P. 
Montanaro for its 153 years of service to the 
United States of America. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF FRANK CIMINELLI 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Frank L. Ciminelli, 
who passed away on December 26, 2014 at 
the age of 80. A highly respected member of 
Western New York’s business and construc-
tion community, Mr. Ciminelli’s contributions to 
our region were many and varied. 

Mr. Ciminelli was born in Buffalo, New York 
on October 6, 1934, and grew up on the city’s 
East Side. As a curious young man, he would 
assist with his father’s concrete business, 
learning the trade as he was completing high 
school. Mr. Ciminelli graduated from Erie 
County Technical Institute in 1954. 

An extraordinary businessman, Mr. Ciminelli 
started his own concrete company in 1960, 
the Frank L. Ciminelli Construction Co., which 
grew steadily and ultimately became the larg-
est general contractor & construction firm in 
Western New York. This company was sold to 
his son Louis in 1987 and is now known as 
LPCiminelli. Like his father, Louis continues to 

expand the company based on the values of 
honesty, integrity, and commitment to excel-
lence. 

In 1981, Mr. Ciminelli founded a real estate 
company, the Ciminelli Real Estate Corp, 
which expanded to four states and manages 
over 12 million square feet of real estate. The 
company is now owned by his son Paul, who 
was inspired by his father’s business acumen, 
and possesses similar strengths as a business 
leader within our community. 

Mr. Ciminelli was a dynamic figure in the re-
gion, dedicated to his business, and behind 
many well-known construction projects includ-
ing expansion projects at Millard Fillmore Sub-
urban Hospital and Roswell Park Cancer Insti-
tute, the General Motors Tonawanda Engine 
Plant, the Ford Motor and the Natural 
Sciences Building on the North Campus of the 
University of Buffalo, as well as numerous oth-
ers. 

An active philanthropist, Mr. Ciminelli was 
also involved with the Roswell Park Alliance, 
the Sisters Hospital Foundation, Catholic 
Charities, the University at Buffalo Foundation, 
St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy, Business Backs 
the Bills, and countless other causes. 

Mr. Ciminelli was a hardworking and loyal 
family man, and he leaves behind his loving 
wife, Rosalie G. Savarino Ciminelli, his six 
children, Louis, Gary, Paul, John, Susan, and 
Mary, eleven grandchildren, and three great- 
grandchildren, as well as a host of friends and 
associates. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor Mr. Frank Ciminelli. I 
ask that my colleagues join me in expressing 
our deepest condolences to the Ciminelli fam-
ily and our gratitude for their contributions to 
Western New York. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, regrettably, I was unable to at-
tend the opening session of the 114th Con-
gress yesterday, January 6, as I joined many 
of my colleagues and friends to memorialize 
the life of former New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo. 

Had I been present at the opening session, 
I would have voted for my friend and col-
league from California, Rep. NANCY PELOSI, to 
serve as Speaker of the House. 

As the Speaker in the 110th and 111th Con-
gresses, and the first woman to hold this posi-
tion, Rep. PELOSI accumulated an unparalleled 
record of accomplishments to support the mid-
dle class and hardworking American families, 
and I would have been proud to support her 
election to a third term as Speaker. 

RECOGNIZING THE PASSING OF 
FORMER REP. HERBERT HARRIS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise with the members of 
the Virginia delegation to inform our col-
leagues of the passing of a former Member of 
this Chamber, Herbert Harris. 

Herb died at the age of 88 on Christmas 
Eve at his home in the Mount Vernon neigh-
borhood of Fairfax County. 

He served three terms in the House from 
1974 to 1980, representing what was then Vir-
ginia’s 8th District. 

Like his predecessor, Stan Parris, my pred-
ecessor, Tom Davis, and me, Herb served on 
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors prior 
to his election to Congress, and that experi-
ence served him well here. He was a cham-
pion for the region, helping secure the nec-
essary federal funds to complete construction 
of the Metro system and to expand the Ma-
nassas National Battlefield Park. 

He stood out as an outspoken liberal at a 
time when most of Virginia, even Northern Vir-
ginia, was still largely conservative. During his 
tenure on the Fairfax County Board, he fought 
for community infrastructure investments, par-
ticularly for transportation and sewer system 
modernization. He also helped with Inova 
Health System’s expansion to Mount Vernon. 
It was during these years that he served on 
regional transportation boards, including the 
Metro Board of Directors, and became one of 
its chief regional advocates. 

Upon his election to Congress, he pushed 
to secure the necessary federal funds to com-
plete the regional Metro system, and he was 
an early proponent for expanding the system 
further into Virginia to reach Dulles Inter-
national Airport and other communities. A vet-
eran of the Navy, Herb fought the Carter Ad-
ministration on proposed cuts in national de-
fense and military pay. And based on his ex-
perience in local government, he became an 
advocate for granting full voting representation 
in the House for the District of Columbia. After 
narrowly losing his bid for re-election in 1980 
and then a rematch in 1982, Herb put his po-
litical career aside, telling one confidant that 
the time required by today’s Members to raise 
campaign funds put too much emphasis on 
chasing money rather than exchanging ideas. 

He returned to private law practice after 
leaving the House. 

Our former colleagues, Representatives 
Moran, Davis, and Wolf collaborated in 2001 
to name a new Post Office building in the 
Mount Vernon area to honor Herb’s service. 

Many of us attended funeral services for 
Herb yesterday, and flags were flown at half- 
mast at the Fairfax Government Center and 
the capitol in Richmond. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join us 
in extending our gratitude for his public service 
and sympathy on his passing to Herb’s family 
and friends by standing with us to observe a 
moment of silence. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 

TO AMEND THE INTERNAL REV-
ENUE CODE OF 1986 TO DENY 
THE REFUNDABLE PORTION OF 
THE CHILD TAX CREDIT TO INDI-
VIDUALS WHO ARE NOT AU-
THORIZED TO BE EMPLOYED IN 
THE UNITED STATES AND TO 
TERMINATE THE USE OF CERTI-
FYING ACCEPTANCE AGENTS TO 
FACILITATE THE APPLICATION 
PROCESS FOR ITINS 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duced legislation to prevent illegal immigrants 
from claiming the refundable portion of the 
child tax credit. The refundable child tax credit 
provides cash payment to low-income families 
who pay no income tax. The program was in-
tended to be an additional cash benefit for 
families who receive the earned-income tax 
credit. While administered through the tax 
code, it is a means-tested welfare expenditure. 
Since Social Security numbers are issued only 
to those who have the legal right to work in 
the United States, illegal immigrants use Indi-
vidual Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITIN), 
which are issued by the IRS regardless of 
legal status. ITINs allow a person to file a tax 
return and thus claim the tax credit. The Inter-
nal Revenue Service’s (IRS) Certifying Agent 
Program, which allows a person to apply for 
an ITIN on behalf of an individual with no 
verification of their immigration status, has 
compounded the abuse of ITINs for fraudulent 
tax claims. With no verification of a person’s 
status on their tax return or at the issuance of 
an ITIN, the system has a significant fault, 
which allows taxpayer dollars to go to those 
who are not eligible. 

The Treasury Department’s Inspector Gen-
eral for Tax Administration (TIGTA) has re-
ported that illegal immigrants claimed $4.2 bil-
lion through this child tax credit in 2010. With 
the federal government borrowing heavily to fi-
nance deficits of nearly $1 trillion, we need to 
ensure federal benefits are only going to law- 
abiding citizens. 

We must take steps to solve this waste of 
taxpayer money by ending this gap in the tax 
code. If enacted, this legislation would require 
those claiming the tax credit to list their social 
security number or other proof of lawful immi-
gration status on their tax return. It would also 
require the IRS to verify the proper docu-
mentation before issuing ITINs. The TIGTA 
has estimated this legislation would reduce 
federal spending by $8.4 billion over two 
years. 

At a time when the federal government is 
operating under significant deficits, we must 
ensure scarce taxpayer dollars are used re-
sponsibly. Allowing them to go to those who 
are in this country illegally is grossly irrespon-
sible. This simple and common sense meas-
ure will ensure better accountability to all tax-
payers, while also saving money. 

In short, this legislation will ensure this wel-
fare program is only available to its intended 
recipients, ensuring those who follow the law 
can continue to receive this assistance. I look 
forward to working with my colleagues to 
move this legislation through Congress. 

IN HONOR OF THOMAS J. HAMMER, 
JR. 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with sad-
ness that I rise in honor of Thomas J. Ham-
mer, Jr. who passed away at the beginning of 
December in Sacramento. With Tom’s pass-
ing, our country has lost a true leader, philan-
thropist and family man who has left an indel-
ible mark on the Sacramento region, our state, 
and our nation. 

Tom’s life is an American success story. 
Born in 1932 in Birmingham, Alabama, he and 
his family moved to Sacramento when he was 
12. A graduate of McClatchy High School, 
Tom went on to earn a bachelor’s degree and 
a law degree from the University of California, 
Berkeley. He also spent two years as an Army 
counterintelligence officer. Tom married Phyllis 
MacAulay, and they raised four remarkable 
daughters, Dayna Joonas, Noel Richardson, 
Katie Brown and Tanis McGregor. Phyllis and 
Tom have twelve grandchildren and one step- 
child. 

Almost 50 years ago, Tom and his brother- 
in-law, Gordon T. MacAulay, purchased Shas-
ta Linen Supply in Sacramento. For the first 
twenty-five years of operating the company, 
Tom also practiced law. Over the years, Shas-
ta Linen Supply has grown to be a leading 
supplier of linens and uniforms for restaurants 
and medical institutions, and importantly it has 
always remained a family run business. 

Beyond his successful business endeavors, 
Tom’s philanthropic efforts were immense. 
Bob and I had the pleasure of serving with 
him in a number of capacities and he also 
held leadership positions with the Downtown 
Rotary Club of Sacramento, Mercy Founda-
tion, Teichert Foundation, and the Sac-
ramento-Yolo Port District, among many other 
organizations. Tom was also fascinated by, 
and loved, California’s rich cultural history and 
the majestic beauty that defines our state. In 
order to preserve our state’s history, he was 
active in the California Historical Society, the 
Sacramento Trust for Historic Preservation 
and the Sacramento History Museum, and the 
California Railroad Museum. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in paying honor to Thomas J. Ham-
mer, Jr. for his exemplary service to those of 
us in Sacramento and across the nation. His 
life and legacy—as a husband, father, friend, 
leader and philanthropist—is an inspiration to 
us all. I ask that we take a moment and ex-
tend our utmost respect and condolences to 
his family. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO TED 
EDLICH 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored today to express my gratitude to Ted 
Edlich of Roanoke, Virginia, for his 40-year 
commitment and service to Total Action for 
Progress (TAP). 

For Ted, this year brings to a close four 
decades at the helm of TAP. His tremendous 
career has been dedicated to this organization 
and the goal of serving others in need. It has 
been a highlight of my service as the U.S. 
Representative for Virginia’s Sixth District to 
have worked with Ted to help preserve the 
community action mission set out by the orga-
nization’s founder, Cabell Brand. 

Through Ted’s hard work, he has helped to 
transform TAP into a trusted place that the 
men, women, and children in poverty in the 
Roanoke Valley can turn to in their hours of 
need. As TAP’s Executive Director, Ted has 
been determined to not allow them to be for-
gotten and he has succeeded by providing 
methods of care that are a model for similar 
organizations around America that provide a 
hand up to a better life. 

In life, we are called on to adhere to the 
Golden Rule, which Ted clearly took to heart 
thanks in part to his roots in the ministry. The 
Roanoke Valley is forever thankful that Ted 
followed a calling. TAP’s umbrella is a wide 
one—from the Food Bank to the Child Health 
Investment Partnership, from This Valley 
Works to the Dumas Center, from Head Start 
and the Terrace Apartments to Virginia 
CARES and Project Discovery. The commit-
ment of everyone who has worked with Ted 
under that sheltering umbrella is very evident, 
thanks in part to his leadership in constructing 
a path to a brighter future for so many people. 

As Ted closes this chapter at TAP, he can 
be certain that the steadfastness he has dem-
onstrated has prepared those following in his 
footsteps to continue carrying out the organi-
zation’s mission. I wish to express my deepest 
appreciation to Ted Edlich for sharing so much 
of himself with those fortunate to have been 
able to work beside him and for all of his work 
on behalf of those in the Roanoke Valley. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker on rollcall No. 2. 
I was absent while attending the funeral of 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo in New York. 

Had I been present, I would have voted for 
Ms. PELOSI. 

f 

HONORING OGDEN AVENUE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL FOR BEING 
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ogden Avenue Elementary 
School for receiving the prestigious 2014 U.S. 
Department of Education National Blue Ribbon 
School Award. 

In 1982, the Department of Education estab-
lished the National Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
gram to recognize public and private schools 
boasting high or significantly improved 
achievement. The program’s goal is to identify 
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